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BRUCE DORSEY THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2023
Professor of History, Swarthmore College 5:00 - 6:30 PM

Swarthmore Campus and Community Store
4 South Chester Road, Swarthmore, PA

“A MURDER MYSTERY, A SEX SCANDAL, A LEGAL THRILLER, and a crystal- ~ “A young mill girl. A married minister. An inconvenient pregnancy. A
clear primer on how the rise of capitalism transformed the most suspicious death. A sensational murder trial. BRUCE DORSEY’S DEEPLY
intimate aspects of American life—all rolled into one.... AN ESSENTIAL ~ RESEARCHED ACCOUNT [OF] THE CASE [THAT] CAPTURED THE ATTENTION

READ.” ~DEsgY APPLEGATE AUTHOR OF  OF ANTEBELLUM AMERICA...[1S] URGENT, ILLUMINATING, AND
THE MUST FAMOUS MAN IN AMERICA: THE SIOGRAPHY OF HEWRY WARDBEECKER 1 a UNTING.” —J0HK WOOD SWEET, AUTHOR 0F

praes ; SRt 5 . . E SEWING BIRL'S TALE: Y OF CRIME AND CONSEQUENCES I REVOLUTIONARY AME
This is 2 story of urdmary ]]EUDIB Iwmg in exceptmnal times, who find THE SEWING GIRL'S TALE: A STORY OF CRIME AND CONSEQUENCES IN REVOLUTIONARY AMERICA

themselves caught up in a rapidly changing world...IN STRIKINGLY “WHAT [THIS] BOOK TIES TOGETHER AS A WHOLE IS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE

ACCESSIBLE PROSE, BRUCE DORSEY BRINGS HIS CHARACTERS TO LIFE." T0 CAPTURE HERE. THERE ARE SO MANY MOVING PARTS SYNTHESIZED
~KAREN HALTTUNEN, AUTHOR OF SO ARTFULLY that no cultural shift from this time of upheaval is

MURDER MOST FOUL: THE KILLER AND THE AMERICAN SOTHIC INAGINATION e i :
= — : extraneous.... the mark of great true crime is whether it elicits genuine

“THIS TRUE CRIME HISTORY SET IN A NEW ENGLAND MILL TOWN... affection for the injured. Dorsey accomplishes this with... HIS PRECISE
. REVEALS THE EXCEEDING STRANGENESS OF THE TIMES, reminding us that ~ WRITING AND MASTERFUL CONTEXTUALIZING...he lets the horror of our
4 the past s a foreign country.” I0HN MACK FARAGHER, YALE UNIVERSITY  culture speak for itself.” ~ NEW YORK JOURNAL OF BOOKS




